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A nationwide system providing
lifesaving information for the state of
California.
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Warning Messages
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Below are sample messages alerting agencies can use as a guide to draft a specific message relevant
to alocal emergency. These samples are not exhaustive. Final messages should always be tailored to the
specific needs of the unique event precipitating their need.
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Evacuation Sample Messages
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Long Messages (Mass Notification Alerts)

ol UG (AT fgeh FaT 37elcH)

1. Thisis [Agency] with a mandatory evacuation order for [Location]. Take the following prot
ective actions and leave immediately: 1. Gather all family members. 2. Gather all pets. 3.
Gather only essential items (e.g., food, water, medication) 4. Turn off all appliances and lights
in your home. 5. Secure all doors and windows. The evacuation route is: [Evacuation Route].
An Evacuation Center is open at [Name and Location of Evacuation Center]. For more
information, please fune into local radio and television stations, visit [url] or call [###-###-

BHEH).




1. Ig [Agency] & foress urd [Location]& fore sifarard fvepre wder § Ifeaifaf@d grateds wes 3o 3K
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1. [Agency] is issuing a mandatory evacuation order for [Location]. The National Weather
Service has issued a flood warning for [Location]. All residents in the impacted area should
evacuate immediately. An Evacuation Center/Shelter is open at [Location]. For more
information, go to [Insert Resource]. Please listen to [Radio Station] for updated details.

1. [Agency] [Location] & forw 3ifaary AT 3meer Sy & W &1 Tser Aiga Jar 7 [Location] & forw
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Short Messages (Mass Notification Alerts)
BIC U (ATA RS FT 3TelcH)

1. Wildfire threat-Evacuation Order for [location]-Leave Now-Details on [Agency] website.

1. [location] & foIT SETer FI 30T T WAT-AFRT 3MEA-373 BISHT FATT-FGLOT [Agency] &r
JedISe W e |

Shelter-In-Place Sample Messages
YT SATE U IATHY et Hael HE & FAHA

Long Messages (Mass Notfification Alerts)

ofel HeRT (Hrfeh FaT 3HelcH)

2. Thisis [Agency] reporting mandatory shelter in-place for residents in [location] due to a hazardous
materials release. 2. Bring pets indoors if you can do so quickly. Close all windows and doors. 4. Turn
off all air conditioners and heating systems blowers. 5. Close fireplace dampers. 6. Gather radio,
flashlight, food, water, and medicines. 7. Call 211 only if you have a true emergency. You will be
advised when the dangerous conditions have passed, and it is safe to go outside and resume
normal activities. For more information, please tune into local radio and television stations, visit [url],
orcall [###-#H#H#-#H#H#H#].
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I A & TT G & 3@ & | 2. ITele] SITeTarl &l 8X & 37eT Ak aeft e I 39 Oar Gl & oY Feved 21
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2. The [Agency] requests everyone within a 2 mile radius of [location] to get inside and remain
indoors. Bring your pets indoors. More information to follow. [url]

2. [Agency] [location] 3 v; Fie & arRR 3 3ieT Tl Al & 3eRIer Al § o 3ex et S’ 3R 3T & W@ 39
TTeTc] STTeTaR & 3EX of 3T | 3T SiTeTehRY 31Ter T Srvatt| [ur]

Short Messages (Mass Nofification Alerts)
BIC U (FH[RR FElell HICH)

2. Hazardous Release. All within 2 mi of [location]. Get Inside. Stay Inside. Stay Tuned

2. Gavrs | &1 R [location] & v #Hiel & 3ieT el @eT| 3ieT T SMU| 36T & W 53

Weather Awareness Sample Messages

ANTH SRR AT HEA FT AT

Long Messages (Mass Notfification Alerts)

ol e (AT el 3TeIcH)

3. [Agency] is reporting mandatory evacuation order for [Location] due to potential flooding. Take
the following protective actions and leave immediately: 1. Gather all family members or
individuals. 2. Gather all pets 3. Gather only essential items. 4. Be sure to bring essential
medications with you. 5. Turn off all appliances and lights in your home. 6. Lock your home. The
evacuation route is: [Evacuation Route] An Evacuation Center is open at [Name and Location of

Evacuation Center]. For more information, please tune into local radio and television stations, visit
[url], or call [###-###-####].

3. [Agency] HITad a6 & RUT [Location] & foiT 3ifeardy Tt 3meer &1 et & @ & | feaforiad
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mzmmaﬁsﬂ?mﬁmw [Url] TR STE, T [##4-# 4 #-## # 4] T PreT FY|

3. The National Weather Service is predicting flooding in [Location] within the next 24 hours.
[Agency] are advising residents who live in this area to be prepared for potential evacuation at
any time. Information on how fo prepare to evacuate is [url]. Updates to follow.

3. TS A JaT 7 YaTTHT & o 3197 24 Gel & 3¢ [Location] & §T6 37 i HIa=T §1 [Agency] 38
o & TAQTTET &1 FordlT 3 T TS FoIahrl (SISHT STTeY) & oI S TEoT 1 TolTE & 6T & | IS
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Short Messages (Mass Notification Alerts)

BIC U (AR FIaTl HeIcH)
3. [Weather Hazard] for [Location] Avoid area. Turn Around-Don't Drown. Stay tuned for updates,
[url].

3. [Location] & faw [Weather Hazard] g8 gelreh & S| a9 H3-go =T€l | AT STeTeh{Y & forw 51 T, [url].




Active Shooter Sample Message
|iH QeT watl wewr &1 A
Long Messages (Mass Notfification Alerts)

ol HeX (AT el 3eTcH)

4. [Agency] reporting an active shooter near [location]. Avoid the area. If you are near [Location],
getinside, stay inside, and take the following protective measures: 1. Go inside immediately and
stay inside your residence. 2. Bring pets indoors only if you can do so quickly. 3. Close and lock all
windows and doors. 4. Call 911 immediately if you have a frue emergency or hear or see any
suspicious activity in or near your location. You will be advised when your safety is no longer af risk.
For more information, please tune to local radio and television stations, visit [url], or call [# # #-# # #-
#H###].

4. [Agency] [location] & U8 Ues Hishd X T FaeT & @I &1 39 Selteh ¥ 1| TG 3T [Location] & dstdleh
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4. [Agency] is reporting mandatory evacuation order for [Location] due to an active shooter. Take
the following protective actions and leave immediately: 1. Gather all family members or
individuals. 2. Gather all pets 3. Gather only essential items. 4. Be sure to bring essential
medications with you. 5. Turn off all appliances and lights in your home. 6. Secure all doors and
windows. The evacuation route is: [Evacuation Route] An Evacuation Center is open at [Name
and Location of Evacuation Center]. For more information, please tune into local radio and
television stations, visit [url], or call [###-###-####].

4. [Agency| T & e & FROT [Location] & forw 3ifarars el Jmeer i g ¢ W &1 efafad
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4. As of [time], [Agency] advise public to avoid area of [Insert Location]. Officers are responding to
an active shooter. Those located in the area should seek shelter and mute phones. If engaged
with the shooter, RUN (ESCAPE), HIDE, FIGHT. Please go to [url] for additional information and
standby for further instruction.

4. [time] @&, [Agency] ®I Fellg § & SeTaT [Insert Location] & FelTah & g¥ 1| 3R Teh |fshd el I
STATeY SHIAATS Y T@ 8 | Fellh A A eliait b =nfgw o o 3mar of 3R 3r9ey et 7¢ o &1 QeX & |IHa
Bl I, 19T (1 o foteed), T, oS | o rfaReret SretendY & frw [ur] o ST 3 31meY & fordelt & faw
R EI

Short Messages (Mass Notification Alerts)

BIC G (ATH[Eh T 3eTcH)
]




4. Active shooter near [Location]. Avoid Area or Escape, Fight. Stay tuned in for updates.
4. [Location] & =Teiéler Aishd X | SeiTeh H T ¢ IT &<l X AN, oI5 | Tl ST o feIT Ff & |

IPAWS Messaging
IPAWS #afsir

While it is impossible to have pre-scripted message templates for every possible hazard, those responsible
for alerts and warnings should prepare templates ahead of time. Messages should give clear direction
on protective actions to be taken by the public.

gTelifeh &Y HaTfad Welk & forw, H2i & Tgel @ dAR fahT 37T Sruele giel He1d o161 &, aifehet 3Tele AR Adrafaa &af
& T fAFASR &el a1 ol & 97T & 9gdl SFTele dR &Y ofel I1fgl | HeRlT 7 Soldr gaRT 33TT STet drel
FR&TIcHS el & TR 7 FTuse fAder fgu s =gl

Short messages (90 characters) work best if the content is presented in the following order:
e fawg &t =i few arw s 7 Ter foham STTaT § o B¢ 62T (90 378TR) Fad SfedT &ld axd o

[Source], [protective action], [hazard], [location], [duration/expiration time].

(|, [YRaTcHF FeaA|, [WHe], [F41a], [3raftyaaita aa@)|

Long messages (360 characters) work best if the content is presented in the following order:
e fawT &Y s T 910 A A Uer foham ST § &Y o 62T (360 3aR) T SfeaT 1A Hd o

[Source], [hazard], [protective action], [location], [duration/expiration time].

(|, [HFE], [RaTTcH® HeHA|, [FUTe, [3raftyaaita aa7||




Example IPAWS Messages
JCTEXUT IPAWS Teer

Fire:

STT:
Long Messages (360 Characters)
o HER (360 38R

1. [Agency]. FAST-SPREADING FIRE in [Insert Location]. IMMEDIATE DANGER. EVACUATE NOW.
FAILURE TO EVACUATE could result in INJURY or DEATH. Tune in to [Location] for updates. For

more info, visit [url].

1. [Agency]l [Insert Location] & dett & et TeT 31971 dedhrel WaRT| 373 Wrell | Tlell e H Dol Tgol
T TIC o7 Hehcll & IT #cg &Y Hehell & | TSl ST & [T [Location] & 3 3¢ | 31fereh STetehty & forg, [url]

9 S|

Short Messages (90 Characters)
BIC T (90 318R)

1. [Agency] Evacuate Now fast-moving fire [Location]. For more information visit [url], or call [###-
HHH#-H#H#4H].

1. [Agency] 318l @relt -thel T8 31T [Location] | 38 SITRT & folT [Url] T STT, TT [###-###-####]
W Frel |

Flood:
CI[
Long Messages (360 Character)

ofel HE2 (360 378T)
2. [Agency]. SEVERE FLOODING in [Location]. IMMEDIATE EVACUATION required! EVACUATION

ZONE. EVACUATE NOW via designated routes: [Evacuation Route]. Stay updated through [url].
EXPIRATION: Until further notice. FOLLOW OFFICIAL INSTRUCTIONS and prioritize safety. Shelters

information available at [url].

2. [Agency]l [Location] # $TIeR §1¢| dchTel BISHR Toldhelel dh 3MTaeTehdT! foierrel S| fafese At & 3refr
BISE fdhel: [Evacuation Route] | [url] & ATETH & 3IST I¢ | FATC: el el o | 3IdRe G
T GTefel Y 3T GRETT T TTATADT & | 3T T SR [Url] TR 3TeTsH |

Short Messages (90 Character)
BIC T (90 31&N)

2. [Agency] FLOODING in [Location]. EVACUATE now! Info: [url].
2. [Agency] [Location] # aTg| 318 BIg fadhel! STHRT: [url] |




Debris Flow:

A« FT YaTe:
Long Messages (360 Character)
oTe TG (360 318T)

3. EMERGENCY ALERT: [Agency]. Debris Flow in [Location]. PREPARE to evacuate potential area.
Prepare essential items, secure property, and be ready o leave if instructed. EXPIRATION: Until
further noftice, prioritize safety, follow official instructions and emergency information [url].

3. SETSIY 3TIE: [Agency] | [Location] & S T YaTg | GHTAY &1 Tl SIS fehelel T oRARY Y| TR Aot
IR Y, ST T gRIENT Y 3T fder ffree ox Siret & fore IR 1§ | FArfCer: 3rarely e oen, geam &
rAfAedr &, PR Al 3R ST STehRY T grele Y [url].

Short Messages (90 Character)

BIC TS (90 378W)

3. [Agency] FLOOD ALERT: Prepare to evacuate [Location]. Until further noftice.
3. [Agency] &g 37efe: [Location] l BISET SiTel T ARy &Y | 3Tl Helell T |

Hazardous Materials Release:

Wl graalt Relist:

Long Messages (360 Character)
oTe TG (360 318T)

4. [Agency]. HAZMAT SPILL in [Location]. AVOID the area atf [Detailed Location]. STAY AWAY from
the vicinity. Follow instructions from [Agency]. Stay updated via [url]. EXPIRATION: Until [Time].
PRIORITIZE SAFETY. For more info, visit [url].

4. [Agency]l [Location] # TeRere @#E &1 R&AT| [Detailed Location] T Feileh & & I8 | HTH-US1H & gX
| [Agency] & Tl & areret | [Url]  ATEIA | JUST T§ | FAC: [Time] deh | FI&T &1 A 3|
318 SETRRT & o, [url] IR ST

Short Messages (90 Character)
BIC T (90 31ER)

4. [Agency] SPILLin [Location] AVOID area. Info: [url].
4. [Agency] [Location] # R#TE, Felrh | & & | STaTeh: [url] |




Earthquake:

ST
Long Messages (360 Character)
oI TS (340 318N

5. Earthquake detected by USGS. Strong ground shaking, take cover under sturdy furniture, quake
centered in [Location] expected to last 30-60 seconds. Visit [url] for more information.

5. USGS gaRT 35 T U TelT| FHNeT & FSREE STCh, A WiereR o oATd 3 o, T HT gt [Location]
# ¥ 3R 58D 30-60 VS b TGel 1 AT & AT STAhIY & FIC [url] T ST

Short Messages (90 Character)
BIC TS (50 378R)

5. Earthquake Imminent Take Cover Now strong shaking [Location] for next 30-60 seconds.
5. oY 3THe=1 37811 A of FeGEd Fieeh [Location] 3raTel 30-60 #hs & forT]

Stay Connected. Be Informed

s &1 giaa @

) GOVERNOR'S OFFICE
" OF EMERGENCY SERVICES

Visit www.calalerts.org for more information. “ Cal OES

37 STHRT & folT www.calalerts.org 9 ST
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	Long messages (360 characters) work best if the content is presented in the following order:
	[Source], [hazard], [protective action], [location], [duration/expiration time].
	Example IPAWS Messages
	उदाहरण IPAWS संदेश
	Fire:
	आग:
	Long Messages (360 Characters)
	लंबे संदेश (360 अक्षर)
	⒈ [Agency]. FAST-SPREADING FIRE in [Insert Location]. IMMEDIATE DANGER. EVACUATE NOW. FAILURE TO EVACUATE could result in INJURY or DEATH. Tune in to [Location] for updates. For more info, visit [url].
	⒈ [Agency]। [Insert Location] में तेज़ी से फैल रही आग। तत्काल खतरा। अभी खाली करें। खाली करने में असफल रहने पर चोट लग सकती है या मृत्यु हो सकती है। ताज़ा जानकारी के लिए [Location] से जुड़े रहें। अधिक जानकारी के लिए, [url] पर जाएं।
	Short Messages (90 Characters)
	छोटे संदेश (90 अक्षर)
	⒈ [Agency] Evacuate Now fast-moving fire [Location]. For more information visit [url], or call [###-###-####].
	⒈ [Agency] अभी खाली करें-फैल रही आग [Location]। अधिक जानकारी के लिए [url] पर जाएं, या [###-###-####] पर कॉल करें।
	Flood:
	बाढ़:
	Long Messages (360 Character)
	लंबे संदेश (360 अक्षर)
	⒉ [Agency]. SEVERE FLOODING in [Location]. IMMEDIATE EVACUATION required! EVACUATION ZONE. EVACUATE NOW via designated routes: [Evacuation Route]. Stay updated through [url]. EXPIRATION: Until further notice. FOLLOW OFFICIAL INSTRUCTIONS and prioritiz...
	⒉ [Agency]। [Location] में भयंकर बाढ़। तत्काल छोड़कर निकलने की आवश्यकता! निकासी ज़ोन। निर्दिष्ट मार्गों से अभी छोड़कर निकलें: [Evacuation Route]। [url] के माध्यम से अपडेट रहें। समाप्ति: अगली सूचना तक। आधिकारिक निर्देशों का पालन करें और सुरक्षा को प्राथमि...
	Short Messages (90 Character)
	छोटे संदेश (90 अक्षर)
	⒉ [Agency] FLOODING in [Location]. EVACUATE now! Info: [url].
	⒉ [Agency] [Location] में बाढ़। अभी छोड़कर निकलें! जानकारी: [url]।
	Debris Flow:
	मलबे का प्रवाह:
	Long Messages (360 Character)
	लंबे संदेश (360 अक्षर)
	⒊ EMERGENCY ALERT: [Agency]. Debris Flow in [Location]. PREPARE to evacuate potential area. Prepare essential items, secure property, and be ready to leave if instructed. EXPIRATION: Until further notice, prioritize safety, follow official instruction...
	⒊ इमरजेंसी अलर्ट: [Agency]। [Location] में मलबे का प्रवाह। संभावी क्षेत्र को छोड़कर निकलने की तैयारी करें। ज़रूरी चीज़ें तैयार करें, प्रॉपर्टी को सुरक्षित करें और निर्देश मिलने पर जाने के लिए तैयार रहें। समाप्ति: अगली सूचना तक, सुरक्षा को प्राथमिकता दें,...
	Short Messages (90 Character)
	छोटे संदेश (90 अक्षर)
	⒊ [Agency] FLOOD ALERT: Prepare to evacuate [Location]. Until further notice.
	⒊ [Agency] बाढ़ अलर्ट: [Location] को छोड़कर जाने की तैयारी करें। अगली सूचना तक।
	Hazardous Materials Release:
	ख़तरनाक सामग्री रिलीज़:
	Long Messages (360 Character)
	लंबे संदेश (360 अक्षर)
	⒋ [Agency]. HAZMAT SPILL in [Location]. AVOID the area at [Detailed Location]. STAY AWAY from the vicinity. Follow instructions from [Agency]. Stay updated via [url]. EXPIRATION: Until [Time]. PRIORITIZE SAFETY. For more info, visit [url].
	⒋ [Agency]। [Location] में खतरनाक सामग्री का रिसाव। [Detailed Location] पर इलाके से दूर रहें। आस-पड़ोस से दूर रहें। [Agency] के निर्देशों का पालन करें। [url] के माध्यम से अपडेट रहें। समाप्ति: [Time] तक। सुरक्षा को प्राथमिकता दें। अधिक जानकारी के लिए, [...
	Short Messages (90 Character)
	छोटे संदेश (90 अक्षर)
	⒋ [Agency] SPILL in [Location] AVOID area. Info: [url].
	⒋ [Agency] [Location] में रिसाव, इलाके से दूर रहें। जानकारी: [url]।
	Earthquake:
	भूकंप:
	Long Messages (360 Character)
	लंबे संदेश (360 अक्षर)
	⒌ Earthquake detected by USGS. Strong ground shaking, take cover under sturdy furniture, quake centered in [Location] expected to last 30-60 seconds. Visit [url] for more information.
	⒌ USGS द्वारा भूकंप का पता चला। ज़मीन में ज़बरदस्त झटके, मज़बूत फ़र्निचर के नीचे आश्रय लें, भूकंप का केंद्र [Location] में है और इसके 30-60 सेकंड तक रहने का अनुमान है। अधिक जानकारी के लिए [url] पर जाएं।
	Short Messages (90 Character)
	छोटे संदेश (90 अक्षर)
	⒌ Earthquake Imminent Take Cover Now strong shaking [Location] for next 30-60 seconds.
	⒌ भूकंप आसन्न अभी आश्रय लें ज़बरदस्त झटके [Location] अगले 30-60 सेकंड के लिए।
	Stay Connected. Be Informed




