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EMERGENCY
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A nationwide system providing lifesaving
information for the state of California.
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Sample Alert and Warning
Messages
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Below are sample messages alerting agencies can use as a guide to draft a specific message relevant to
a local emergency. These samples are not exhaustive. Final messages should always be tailored to the
specific needs of the unique event precipitating their need.
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Evacuation Sample Messages

fasamit Hddt sud € HAA

Long Iv\essoges (Moss Notification Alerts)
<3 HAF (W lfeans »Bd)

1. Thisis [Agency] with a mandatory evacuation order for [Location]. Take the following protecti
ve actions and leave immediately: 1. Gather all family members. 2. Gather all pets. 3.
Gather only essential items (e.g., food, water, medication) 4. Turn off all appliances and
lights in your home. 5. Secure all doors and windows. The evacuation route is: [Evacuation
Route]. An Evacuation Center is open at [Name and Location of Evacuation Center]. For
more information, please tune into local radio and television stations, visit [url] or call [###-
HH#H#H-#HH#HH#].
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1. [Agency] is issuing a mandatory evacuation order for [Location]. The National Weather
Service has issued a flood warning for [Location]. All residents in the impacted area
should evacuate immediately. An Evacuation Center/Shelter is open at [Location]. For
more information, go to [Insert Resource]. Please listen to [Radio Station] for updated
details.

1. [Agency] [Location] Bt Bt faamit »ien ATdt 3 It J1 Imedt HAH AT S [Location]
et 73 <t 93es! Adt diE J1 yifes 833 © A st § 393 ¥l 99 v grdier J1 i
faamt ed/ UG [Location] 3 ¥&T JI I ArEad B, [Insert Resource] 3 A | faaur
Jdd MUSe o3 <gfenti Tt [Radio Station] §E|'<§:‘I

Short Messages (Mass Nofification Alerts)
22 HAF (W 32ifeans »&dc)

1. Wildfire threat-Evacuation Order for [location]-Leave Now-Details on Agencgwebsi’re.
1. TdT8! %1d1 € H3J™- [location]-BEt feamH »1d3d-de 83- [Agency] éé&m&ﬂ? <3<




Shelter-In-Place Sample Messages
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Long Messages (Mass Notification Alerts)

<3 HAA (HA 3MfeaHs »BdT)

2. This is [Agency] reporting mandatory shelter in-place for residents in [location] due to a
hazardous materials release. 2. Bring pets indoors if you can do so quickly. Close all windows and
doors. 4. Turn off all air conditioners and heating systems blowers. 5. Close fireplace dampers. 6.
Gather radio, flashlight, food, water, and medicines. 7. Call 211 only if you have a frue emergency.
You will be advised when the dangerous conditions have passed, and it is safe o go outside and
resume normal activities. For more information, please tune into local radio and television stations,
visit [url], or call [###-###-## ##].
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2. The [Agency] requests everyone within a 2 mile radius of [location] to get inside and remain

indoors. Bring your pets indoors. More information to follow. [url]
2. [Agency] fenia3t & location] ® ¥ Hi® € WJ {29 »ivd AT %13 Wd T »ied Jfuc &t gad]
I3 I MU U3 ATaed § WA © »ied o8| U 93 BEt Jd Arearat [url]

Short Messages (Mass Notification Alerts)
&8 HiF (HTA 33feams MBd7)

2. Hazardous Release. All within 'z mi of [location]. Get Inside. Stay Inside. Stay Tuned.
2. ¥3dad Ji@HI A [location] © 1 HIG © »ivd| »ied A8 »ivd 391 8¢ |

Weaiher Awareness Sample Messages
HAH ATIIS3T SHST HAA

Long Messages (Mass Notification Alerts)

<3 HAA (HA 3MfEaHE »BIT)

3. [Agency]isreporting mandatory evacuation order for [Location] due to potential flooding. Take the
following protective actions and leave immediately: 1. Gather all family members or individuals. 2.
Gather all pets 3. Gather only essential items. 4. Be sure to bring essential medications with you. 5.
Turn off all appliances and lights in your home. 6. Lock your home. The evacuation route is:
[Evacuation Route] An Evacuation Center is open at [Name and Location of Evacuation Center].
For more information, please tune into local radio and television stations, visit [url], or call [###-###-
#H###].
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3. [A%ency] H@’ﬂﬁ T 6 [Locoﬁon] % BaHt Fa%m'dad <t fgUge 9 Idt I IS fsuintt

043

3. The National Weather Service is predicting flooding in [Location] within the next 24 hours. [Agency]
are advising residents who live in this area to be prepared for potential evacuation at any time.
Informafion on how fo prepare fo evacuate is [url]. Ugdo’res to follow.
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Short Messages (Mass Notification Alerts)
‘%é HRA (HTA B3NfeaHs M&IT)

. [Weather Hazard] for [Location] Avoid area. Turn Around-Don't Drown. Stay tuned for updates, [url].

. [Location] &€ [Weather Hazard] 839 3 Uddd 94| T10-U™H H3-38 &1 »uzet &€t 92 34, [url] |

Active Shooter Sample Message

HddIdH dcd odo!
Long Messages (Mass Notification Alerts)

<3 HAA (HA 3MfEaHE »BIT)

4. [Agency] reporting an active shooter near [location]. Avoid the area. If you are near [Location], get
inside, stay inside, and take the following protective measures: 1. Go inside immediately and stay
inside your residence. 2. Bring pets indoors only if you can do so quickly. 3. Close and lock all windows
and doors. 4. Call 911 immediately if you have a true emergency or hear or see any suspicious
activity in or near your location. You will be advised when your safety is no longer at risk. For more
information, please tune to local radio and television stations, visit [url], or call [###-###-####].
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Location] € 33 3, 31 »ied 718, fed 3, 3 Jo' 3 Haftmn Bumi 3: 1. 393 nied T w3 miudd
{\azrrfzrﬂ 12, 79 3 7S Wit 99 AaR 9, fidg 3t us3 Aaadt & U < wied fgnQ|
m»@a@ﬁ%»@ma@mmmwaﬁﬁ J A 393 AEG

f’e’H ﬁéﬁﬂaﬁmﬂe@wé@aﬁ 31393911 3 I8 &J1 3974 B B3 13T Ar=ar, A
Bmﬁﬂafwwazmﬁgwéélaﬁéﬂ'wmw|ocduTocdocHwao(%§1€ 2oifeds HoHaT
3TeQE TG, [url] S TG T [###-###-####] 3 TS I

4. [Agency] isreporting mandatory evacuation order for [Location] due to an active shooter. Take the
following protective actions and leave immediately: 1. Gather all family members or individuals. 2.
Gather all pets 3. Gather only essential items. 4. Be sure to bring essential medications with you. 5.
Turn off all appliances and lights in your home. 6. Secure all doors and windows. The evacuation
routfe is: [Evacuation Route] An Evacuation Center is open at [Name and Location of Evacuation
Center]. For more information, please tune into local radio and television stations, visit [url], or call
[HHH#-HAH-HHHH].
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91 foam} =1 IH3T: [Evacuation Route] & foamit dfed [Name and Location of Evacuation
Center] ‘3 4¥ J1 TUJ Areddl &, [IgyT 99 AEGA JTifers AeTst 3 :
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4. As of [time], [Agency] advise public to avoid area of [Insert Location]. Officers are responding to an
active shooter. Those located in the area should seek shelter and mute phones. If engaged with the
shooter, RUN (ESCAPE), HIDE, FIGHT. Please go to [url] for additional information and standby for
further instruction.

4. [time]34, [Agency] & #E3T § [Insert Locgtion|® 834 3 Yddd Id6 & ABT fedt miftardt fo
HIIGH TS § A<E ¥ Id I6 | RESAES] J& &1 & mHaT »13 26 ¥ 98 i I& |
94 foraad a1 Jfen Ifen 3, 3130 (5918), gUT8, B3| FJd Y AT B [url] 3 AR
3 I fer-fagent Bt ndzarg|

Short Messages (Mass Notification Alerts)
&8 HiF (HA 33eams MBd7)

4 Active shooter near [Location]. Avoid Area or Escape, Fight. Stay tuned in for updates.

. [Location] ® &HEld AIIIGH Fed| 83d 3 Uddd dd 1 94, B3| Wuz< &l 93 3|

IPAWS Messaging
IPAWS

While it isimpossible to have pre-scripted message templates for every possible hazard, those
responsible for alerts and warnings should prepare templates ahead of time. Messages
should give clear direction on protective actions to be taken by the public.
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Short messages (?0 characters) work best if the content is presented in the following order:
&2 HAH (90 1yd) TUt I Fa% 6, Hdd ANATA § Jat 3 9 i I i3 /e 4

[Source], [protective action], [hazard], [location], [duration/expiration time].

[F33], [JRPA3HE Fraerel], (H3dT), [AaTs], [fmre et gt iyt e i)

Long messages (360 characters) work best if the content is presented in the following order:
I3 WAA (360 »Hd) TUT IH JIT T, D ANAIG § Jo1 o3 gH kg I iz At <.

[Source], [hazard], [protective action], [location], [duration/expiration time].

[AJ3], [43d7], (AT Srgerdl], (AETS], (e et € AHmyst e A




Example IPAWS Messages
€Tgds IPAWS HAA

Fire:
MdI:

Long Messages (360 Characters)
3 HAH (360 »1Y3)

1. [Agency]. FAST-SPREADING FIRE in [Insert Location]. IMMEDIATE DANGER. EVACUATE
NOW. FAILURE TO EVACUATE could result in INJURY or DEATH. Tune in to [Location] for
updates. For more info, visit [url].

1. [Agency]l [Insert Location] €9 35 378 @8 It »idll 3398 ¥3JT| I Y& 73| Udt 36
39 »AEs31 ® &3 T He I Hae! I 7 13 I Agwl J1 »ude B [Location] g fe€a
fe® 941 <03 FreaTdt B, [url] 3 AG|

Short Messages (?0 Characters)
22 HAH (90 »Yd)

1. [Agency] Evacuate Now fast-moving fire [Location]. For more information visit [url], or
call [###-#H##-#H##4#].

1. [Agency] I 3l 378 ¥% Idt »d1 196 [Location] § U& FJ| TUJ ArEaTdt B, [url] 3
A A [###-###-####) 3 TS I

Flood:
J3:

Long Messages (360 Character)
3 HAF (360 MHq)

2. [Agency]. SEVERE FLOODING in [Location]. IMMEDIATE EVACUATION required!
EVACUATION ZONE. EVACUATE NOW via designated routes: [Evacuation Route]. Stay
updated through [url]. EXPIRATION: Unfil further notice. FOLLOW OFFICIAL
INSTRUCTIONS and prioritize safety. Shelters information available at [url].

2. [Agency]l [Location] f€T 23 I3 333 faamt & Aga3 I faam 251 HE&I3 get It T
Y& F4: [Evacuation Route] | [Url] I »iude IJ| fipne: »di& &fer 31 wifgenas fam
fogent & UgeT 99 w3 Fdftp § 3940 fe§ 1 wmgT Areaat [url] 3 BusEd J|




Short Messages (?0 Character)
&< HAH (90 »y3g)

2. [Agency] FLOODING in [Location]. EVACUATE now! Info: [url].
2. [Agency] [Location] feT IZI T ¥l 31 AreaTd: [ur] |

Debris Flow:

HSY TSI
Long Messages (360 Character)
3 HAH (360 »1Y3)

3. EMERGENCY ALERT: [Agency]. Debris Flow in [Locafion]. PREPARE to evacuate
potential area. Prepare essential items, secure property, and be ready to leave if
instructed. EXPIRATION: Unftil further notice, prioritize safety, follow official instructions
and emergency information [url].

3. HAed®I& 938! [Agency]l [Location] f€8 H®E &7 Tgn| HI<t 833 § UEt 96 Bt
313 9J| Tgdt It f31g 9d, wfeere & A3 93, W13 Had femfagen i3 Are, 3
S5 B fn1g 9| frwire: wiai Jfer 3, It & 3avia el a3 fem fogen »3
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Short Messages (90 Character)
&< HAH (90 »yg)

3. [Agency] FLOOD ALERT: Prepare to evacuate [Location]. Until further notice.
3. [Agency] I3 HaUW ¥3@at: [Location] § U&! dd& T 3ndt a3 | wars &feA 341

Hazardous \querials Release:
H3J&E AHHJIG! disia:

Long Iv\essoges (360 Character)

<3 HAH (360 WYQ)

4. [Agency]. HAZMAT SPILL in [Location]. AVOID the area at [Detailed Location]. STAY
AWAY from the vicinity. Follow instructions from [Agency]. Stay updated via [url].
EXPIRATION: Untfil [Time]. PRIORITIZE SAFETY. For more info, visit [url].

4. [Agency]l [Location] fég IaH3 AUS| [Detailed Location] '3 83d 3 991 W& ©
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Short Messages (90 Character)
&< HAH (90 »Ud)

4. [Agency] SPILL in [Location] AVOID area. Info: [url].
4. [Agency] AU [Location] feg 839 3 91 A&t [url]|

Earthquake:

ECIEY
Long Messages (360 Character)
I3 HAH (360 1Y)

5. Earthquake detected by USGS. Strong ground shaking, take cover under sturdy
furniture, quake centered in [Location] expected to last 30-60 seconds. Visit [url] for
more information.

5. USGS ©Td1 U5 T Y31 BInfenf famiT| Baed afts f[J8eT, Hirg3 Sdaiud © J61 Jed B3,
IO [Location] fe9 Aefd3 30-60 Afdle Ifae T GHiw J1 =09 ArEardt B [url] 3 76|

Short Messages (?0 Character)
22 HAH (90 »iUq)

5. Earthquake Imminent Take Cover Now strong shaking [Location] for next 30-60
seconds.

5. A& 30-60 Al T WP THT I8, IS d<d B, 7ded ¥<d T&T [Location]|

Stay Connected. Be Informed

2 9J1 gie3 9J

Visit www.calalerts.org for more information. “ Cal OES
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